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What is a Through Year Model?



Maine's Through Year Model

Fall

Diagnostic

MAP Growth -like

Produces RIT score

Winter (Optional)

Diagnostic

MAP Growth -like

Produces RIT score

Spring

Diagnostic

MAP Growth -like

Produces RIT score

Summative

Produces 

performance score 

based on state 

standards

Meets federal peer 

review requirements



Why are we making 

this change?



Comparing the MAP Growth Assessment

to a Through Year Model

BOTH the MAP Growth and Through Year assessmentsé

Å Are developed by NWEA

Å Are adaptive assessments containing questions above, on, and 

below grade level

Å Produce a norm-referenced RIT score for measuring growth over 

time

Å Take approximately one-hour for the average student to complete 

each subject area (reading and math)

The Through Year Assessment ALSOé

Å Has a spring summative portion that provides the ability to 

produce a criterion-referenced performance score

Å Personally adapts the diagnostic portion of the assessment in the 

winter and spring based on thestudentôs previous assessment 

results

Å Meets all federal requirements for state assessments



Assessment 

Pre-Administration  & 

Administration



Resource: Maine DOE Through Year Assessment 

Webpage

https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/

MECAS/NWEA

https://www.maine.gov/doe/Testing_Accountability/MECAS/NWEA


Resource: Maine NWEA Connection Page

https://connection.nwea.org/s/maine -

connection?language=en_US

https://connection.nwea.org/s/maine-connection?language=en_US


Resource: Maine NWEA Partner Support

Questions for Krista Averill, 

Maine DOE
Å Assessment policy, including 

assessment security, 

participation, and accountability

Å Accommodations

Å Availability of MAP Growth

reports

Å School and District Assessment 

Coordinator Responsibilities

Å Assessment blueprint and design

Krista.Averill@maine.gov or

(207)215-6528 (Please leave a message if I 

am unable to answer.)

Questions for NWEA 

Maine Partner Support

ÅSystem and technology 

requirements

ÅTechnical aspects of 

the Acacia and MAP 

platforms, including 

rostering, user roles, 

and registration

(855) 430-1777 (7am -8pm)

mailto:Krista.Averill@maine.gov


Pre-Administration: System Requirements

NWEA State
Solutions
System &
Technology 
Guide

https://cdn.nwea.org/docs/NWEAStateSolutionsSystemandTechnologyGuide.pdf


System Requirements, continued



System Requirements, continued



Pre-Administration

Å Roster file from Maine DOE

Å Registration happens at the SAU/school level

ðTo download a registration file pre -loaded with your studentsõ 

roster information, go to Operational Reports in the Acacia 

(Maine Through Year Assessment) platform

ðExample : assigning designated supports & accommodations 

to students

Å Preparing students:

ð Item type sampler

ðShort videos to demonstrate student experience



Pre-Administration: DAC Responsibilities

Å Work with technology coordinators to prepare devices

Å Attend a NWEA Administration Training (March 16 or 21 ) or watch 

the recording posted on our website

Å Read the Assessment Coordinator Guide

Å Schedule the assessments

Å Complete registration activities

Å Enter student supports and accommodations

Å Distribute assessment materials

Å Lead School Assessment Coordinator orientation:

ð District schedule

ð Procedures for distribution, storage, and collection of assessment 

materials

ð Assessment security

ð Proctor orientation

https://cdn.nwea.org/docs/ME/ME_Through_Year_Assessment_Coordinator_Guide.pdf


Administration: Overview

ÅFlexible schedule

ÅIn-person administration

ÅStudent experience: 1 cohesive spring 

assessment

ÅIncreased accessibility features



Proctor/Administrator Responsibilities

BEFORE

Å Review the Proctor User Guide and Assessment Administration 

Manual

Å Read the Assessment Security Handbook and/or watch the 
Assessment Security Training video (start at 2:30)

Å Assessment Security and Student Data Privacy Agreement

Å Prepare the room

DURING

Å Universal tools

Å Standardized assessment conditions

Å Report any issues during assessment to School Assessment 

Coordinator (SAC)

AFTER

Å Collect and return assessment materials to SAC

https://cdn.nwea.org/docs/ME/ME_Through_Year_Proctor_User_Guide.pdf
https://cdn.nwea.org/docs/ME/ME_Through_Year_Assessment_Administration_Manual.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Maine%20Educational%20Assessment%20Security%20Handbook%202022-23%20%281%29.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M-0_8CYuEMg&t=150s
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Appendix%20F.pdf


Administration: Proctoring in the Platform

ÅLogin to MARC (MAP Growth) platform

ÅClick òMaine Through Yearó in the lefthand 

menu

ÅTest ticket driven assessment

ÅMonitoring the assessment:

ÅStudent Assessment Status:



Administration: Resets

Assessment "resets" erase all student 

progress and generate a new test ticket.

All resets require Maine DOE approval.

NWEA has created a form for SAUs to submit 

their reset request(s), and after the request is 

received, Maine DOE reviews requests before 

approval.

https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/babfa08f1ab64a77a665af7c9252af00


Administration: Resets

See next slide.



Administration: Resets

5 or fewer questions answered

ÅWas the student's performance affected by 

illness?

ÅShould TTS have been assigned as a designated 

support, but wasn't?

ðTTS can always be assigned after a student starts 

an assessment...

ðBUT if TTS is assigned after a student starts the 

assessment, it will not be fully functional for some 

gap match and graphic gap match (drag -and -

drop) questions.



Computer Adaptive 

Testing



What does it mean for an assessment to be adaptive ?

Constraint -Based Engine



Maine's Through Year Model: Grades 3 -8

Fall

Diagnostic

MAP Growth -like

Produces RIT score

Wide adaptivity

Winter (Optional)

Diagnostic

MAP Growth -like

Produces RIT score

Wide adaptivity

Spring

Diagnostic

MAP Growth -like

Produces RIT score

Wide adaptivity

Summative

Produces 

performance score 

based on state 

standards

Meets federal peer 

review requirements

Adaptive within 1 

grade level 

above/below



Maine's Through Year Model: Grade 10

Fall

Diagnostic

MAP Growth -like

Produces RIT score

Wide adaptivity

Winter (Optional)

Diagnostic

MAP Growth -like

Produces RIT score

Wide adaptivity

Spring

Diagnostic

MAP Growth -like

Produces RIT score

Wide adaptivity

Summative

Produces 

performance score 

based on state 

standards

Meets federal peer 

review requirements

Fixed Form

We do not yet have enough 

grade 10 summative items to 

create an adaptive summative 

form this spring.



Scoring and Reports



Maine's Through Year Model

Fall

Diagnostic

MAP Growth -like

Produces RIT score

Winter (Optional)

Diagnostic

MAP Growth -like

Produces RIT score

Spring

Diagnostic

MAP Growth -like

Produces RIT score

Summative

Produces 

performance score 

based on state 

standards

Meets federal peer 

review requirements



RIT Scores & Instructional Areas

ÅComparable to RIT scores from MAP Growth 

assessment





General Achievement Level Descriptors


